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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD AND IMAGE PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To select an optimum processing by performing different 
image processings for image areas consisting of two colors or a 
single color, and >2 colors. 

CONSTITUTION: A CPU 1 1 divides an image to be processed which 
is stored in a RAM 13 into the image area composed of two colors 
or a single color and the image area consisting of >3 colors. Further, 
the CPU 1 1 performs the processing for unifying pixel values of the 
image area judged to the composition of the two colors or signal 
color at need. The CPU 1 1 selects following image processings for 
the image area composed of the two colors or single color and the 
image area composed of the three colors after the separation by 
the image area separating processing. Namely, the best optimum 
image for the image area composed of the two colors or single color 
is performed and the best image processing for other image areas is 
similarly performed. Further, the CPU 1 1 puts the image processing 
results of the two kinds of image area together to generate one 
image. 
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Image Processing Method and Image Processor 

What is claimed is : 

1. An image processing method, comprising: 

separating an image area composed of two colors 

and a single color and an image area composed of three 

or more colors from an image to be processed including 

a single color gray scale shaded image and a color gray 

scale shaded image; and 

applying a different image process to each of the 

separated two of two-color or single-color area and 

three or more color areas. 

3. The image processing method according to claim 2, 
which determines an image area composed of two colors 
and a single color and an image area composed of three 
or more colors, based on a density histogram generated 
for each of the small area, utilizing a threshold 
determined by a discrimination/analysis method and 
amount of a statistical characteristic for each density 
histogram divided into two by the threshold value. 
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[0 0 6 7] mzo^mt. -r?ro^isSa. bA<-*l* 
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So 
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-h. 

[05] *HtS«l=fcl+4**©^©2fe*fcl±«- 

h. 

[0 6] *Jtifc0ii=.5it«*3lEa>i«*a>2fe£feiitt- 
fe*war*»ia>-»*iMB*-*fc*!><D7n— 
ho 

[0 7] *Htfie!lirfclt-i>lim^8E--r-5fiiiS^lftB^-r 
«>fctf)<757P— ^-v— h. 

[08] *Slt6«l=fcl+-Sffii«««<0«^i:<S$**ifc 

^•V— ho 

[09] *njfi«icj3it*n*-5 2a3a©@«ti#tt$i* 
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&tztb<n-?u— h. 
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